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Justificativa : Children with ASD and other developmental disabilities often have language delays that prevent them from 

communicating effectively. Behavior-analytic interventions have been demonstrated to be highly effective in 

remedying these skill deficits (National Autism Center, 2015). This course will describe recent advances in 

behavior-analytic research with the main focus on translating research into practice. The central theme is 

development, from simple to complex—as such, the modules of the course will map on the developmental 

trajectory of language development. We expect that students will learn how to select, develop, and implement 
empirically-based procedures to teach language to children with ASD and other developmental disabilities.  

 

   
3. Carga Horária da Disciplina: 30   

   

 3.1. Aulas   3.2. Aulas   3.3. Exercícios    
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 A S S U N T O S  

 
Ementa específica da disciplina:  

The first module will provide an overview of language development from a behavior-analytic perspective. The second module will 

focus on establishing a listener repertoire in children (e.g., following directions, and responding to others’ bids of attention). The 

third module will focus on emerging language—specifically, establishing voices as reinforcers and teaching children to verbally 

imitate others. The fourth module will discuss the pros and cons of different communication modalities, as well as prerequisites 
for each, that may be considered for children who are nonverbal. The fifth module will focus on teaching children to request 

things, actions, and information from others. The sixth module will focus on teaching children to label things in their environment, 

as well as to label private emotions and demonstrate say-do correspondence. The seventh module will focus on teaching simple to 

complex conversation skills. The eighth module will focus on teaching children to be a speaker and a listener within the same skin 

(i.e., bidirectional naming), which has been demonstrated to lead to learning without direct instruction (i.e., emergent learning). 

Finally, the eighth module will focus on teaching complex cognitive skills, such as problem-solving and analogical reasoning. 
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